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After a rancorous, partisan debate, 
the House voted 227 to 171 yesterday 
to establish a permanent committee to 
oversee the activities of the intelli- 
gence agencies. 

The new committee will have 13 
members, nine Democrats and four 
Republicans. It will have exclusive ju 
risdiction over the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency and its activities and 
share oversight of other intelligence 
agencies. In addition, it will be able to 
make regulations that limit access 
other House members now have to in- 
telligence information. 

The House ethics committee will 
also have the right to censure or ex- 
pel any member or fire any employee 
who makes an unauthorized disclo- 
sure of intelligence data. 

Republicans bitterly opposed the 
measure establishing the committee 



measure, while 128 opposed it. 

Minority Leader John J. Rhodes (R- 
Ariz.) complained that the overwhelm- 
ingly Democratic makeup of the com- 
mittee would “blatantly politicize” its 
operation and said the lack of safe 
guards would “raise the question of 
whether intelligence agencies would 
make any material available.” 
Third-ranking Republican John B. 
Anderson (R-Ill.) charged that the 
take-it-or-leave-it procedure which pre- 
vented amendments being offered on 
the floor was “tragic” and an “insult 
to our intelligence.” 

"This is not an animal farm where 
we all bleat and bray on signal,” An- 
derson said. 

An angry Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) 
O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) shouted at Rho- 
des that he had consulted him and 
Rhodes had told him that he was in 
favor of the committee. “I wish the 
minority leader could lead instead of 



There is no partisanship 
dealing with matters ol 
of the country.” O'Neill 
ing his fist on the rostru 

Rhodes said he was “s 
speaker’s tirade." and i 
had never agreed to the 
ting up the committee. 
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Rep. Michael J. Harrington CD- 
Mass.) said, “After ail we*ve been 
through, we're saying ‘trust us’ once 
again.” ; 

Rep. Edward P. Boland (D-Mass.).'; 
whom Q’Neill has announced he will 
appoint to be chairman of the new* 
committee, said, “Don’t lose sight of 
why we are here today . . . The very, 
purpose of this committee is to pro- 
tect the rights of Americans.” 

And Rep. Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) 
called the measure the “last best 
chance” to create an intelligence com- 
mittee. He said it had been “carefully 
crafted” to avoid offending those who 
“believe in perfect liberty” and those 
who believe in “greater security.” 

He said voting it down would ci 
the creation of a committee that 
much worse. 

One member said 
crecy in drafting the 
Ing the committee 
better covert opera 
measure was drafte 
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ous committees and 
presented to the Rules 
Quickly voted out earlier this week. 
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